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Gentlemen, 

It  is  again  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  my  report  as  to  the  health  and 
Sanitary  condition  of  the  district  during  the  past  year,  together  with  extra  tables  of 
the  averages  of  the  births  and  deaths  at  the  various  ages,  for  the  past  ten  years,  for 
the  whole  district  and  its  three  registration  divisions. 

The  district  consists  of  an  area  of  41,712  acres,  and  a  population  on  the  census 
of  1891  of  15,080,  on  which  the  statistics  for  the  year  are  drawn  up,  though  in  the 
Tables  I.  and  11.  they  are  based  on  the  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  each 
year,  which  is  necessarily  somewhat  misleading,  as  it  is  impossible  to  accurately 
account,  for  the  shifting  waves  of  people  coming  into  and  leaving  the  district,  my 
calculations  being  made  on  the  natural  increase  of  population  from  year  to  year 
according  to  the  difference  in  the  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered. 

During  the  year  1900,  the  number  of  births  registered  in  the  whole  district  was 
417,  making  a  birth-rate  of  27*65  per  thousand  on  the  census  of  1891,  as  against 
387  births  in  1889  with  a  rate  of  25*6  per  thousand 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  242,  which  gives  a  rate  of  16*04 
per  thousand,  as  against  282  in  the  preceding  year  with  a  rate  of  18*7  per  thousand, 
which  on  the  estimated  increase  of  population  may  be  considered  as  satisfactory. 

Of  these  45  were  among  children  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  2*98 
per  thousand,  as  against  a  rate  of  4*04  per  thousand  in  1899.  94  were  at  the  age  of 

65  years  and  upwards,  of  these,  20  occurred  at  the  age  of  75  to  80  ;  36  from  80  to 
90  ;  and  5  at  the  age  of  90  and  upwards  ;  shewing  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
deaths  as  being  due  to  old  age. 
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Nine  deaths  only  were  recorded  as  being  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  making  the 
death  rate  from  these  causes  '59  per  thousand,  as  against  2-5  per  thousand  in  the  year 
preceding,  of  these 

5  were  due  to  diarrhoea. 

2  to  whooping  cough. 

T  to  enteric  fever. 

I  to  measles. 

Ten  deaths  were  returned  as  being  due  to  cancer,  the  majority  being  in  the 
south  division  of  the  district  as  last  year.  Only  49  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were 


notified  during  the  year,  viz  : — 

Erysipelas  ...  19 

Scarlet  fever  ...  12 

Typhoid  fever  ...  1 1 

Diphtheria  ...  4 

Puerperal  fever...  3 


giving  a  disease  rate  of  notified  cases  of  3 '24  per  thousand. 

Vaccination  has  been  efficiently  carried  out  during  the  year  throughout  the 
district.  There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  refusals. 


In  the  St.  Germans  registration  district  58  births  and  37  deaths  were  registered, 
giving  a  birth  rate  of  21 ‘59,  and  a  death  rate  of  12 '86  per  thousand  respectively,  as 
against  187  and  8*3  per  thousand  in  1899.  Of  these,  only  two  deaths  occurred 
under  one  year  old,  making  the  death  rate  '69  per  thousand  ;  16  were  at  the  age  of 
65  and  upwards  ;  three  of  which  were  between  75  and  80  ;  and  six  between  80  and  90. 

No  death  was  recorded  as  due  to  zymotic  disease. 

Twenty  case  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  as  against  25  in  1899,  viz  : — 


Scarlet  fever  ...  10 

Typhoid  fever  ...  2 

PTysipelas  ...  6 

Diphtheria  ...  7 


making  the  disease  rate  6'95  per  thousand. 

Of  the  10  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  the  first  occurred  at  Downdcrry  in  January. 
The  next  cases  four  in  number  occurred  at  Diviock  towards  the  end  of  March,  from 
whence  it  spread  to  Seaton  where  there  were  four  cases  and  one  case  at  Hessenford. 


3 


The  case  of  diphtheria  was  an  isolated  one  in  Tideford  Village  in  May.  The  two 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  one  house  in  a  row  at  Bethany  in  June  and  July, 
the  first  case  probably  contracted  away  from  home,  the  sanitary  surroundings  and  the 
water  supply  not  being  found  at  fault. 

The  well  in  Back  Lane,  Polbathick,  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  de(ipened 
by  the  landlord,  and  there  is  now  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  the  village. 

No  steps  have  as  yet  been  taken  to  improve  the  drainage  of  Kellow  Park,  and 
to  secure  a  supply  of  water  for  the  east  end  of  the  village  where  there  are  1 1  houses 
without  any  supply  of  water  within  a  reasonable  distance.  Having  brought  this 
under  your  notice  in  previous  reports,  I  must  now  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
giving  it  your  serious  and  immediate  attention. 

The  drainage  into  the  mud  at  the  head  of  the  lake  opposite  the  Half-way  house, 
the  Post  Office,  a  Butcher’s  Shop,  and  three  other  houses  is  at  low  water,  a  serious 
nuisance,  the  continuance  of  the  drainage  further  into  the  stream  is  necessary,  and 
needs  your  immediate  attention. 

The  sewerage  and  water  supply  of  Downderry  has  been  completed,  and  many 
of  the  houses  are  being  connected  with  the  water  mains. 

The  supply  of  water  for  Minard  Cross  is  still  in  abeyance,  the  occupiers  of  the 
five  cottages  having  to  go  for  water  to  a  well  at  Minard,  a  distance  of  about  375 
yards.  I  must  therefore  again  urge  that  a  supply  should  be  provided  either  by  the 
owners  of  the  property,  or  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

There  are  five  cottages  at  Trerule  Hill  Head  containing  25  persons  with  only  one 
privy,  which  is  inadequate  to  their  requirements,  and  no  means  exist  for  the  disposal 
of  waste  water,  which  is  allowed  to  drain  into  the  gutters  above  the  well  from  which 
they  obtain  their  supply  of  water,  and  that  is  consequently  liable  to  pollution  from 
this  source. 

A  serious  epidemic  of  mumps  occurred  in  November  among  the  children 
attending  East  Lodge  school,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  school  was  closed  from 
November  7th  to  the  19th. 

In  December,  mumps  broke  out  at  St.  Germans  and  in  the  neighbourhood,  in 
consequence  of  which,  the  boys’  and  girls’  school  were  closed  on  December  loth 
until  after  the  Christmas  holidays. 

In  November,  in  reponse  to  a  request  from  the  District  Council,  I  made  an 
inspection  at  Tideford  with  regard  to  the  pig-styes  which  are  reported  to  be  a 
nuisance.  I  found  there  were  20  pig-styes  in  the  village,  but  only  seven  pigs,  all  of 
which  were  kept  as  clean  and  as  inoffensive  as  possible,  but  it  is  very  doubtful 
whether  swine  should  be  allowed  to  be  kept  in  any  village  where  the  gardens  are  small 
and  abut  on  rows  of  houses,  as  they  must  of  necessity  be  at  times  offensive  and  a 
nuisance  to  the  neighbourhood. 
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The  drainage  and  water  supply  of  Tideford  requires  your  consideration,  both 
being  inadequate. 

The  drainage  from  the  cottages  at  Crafthole,  opposite  the  Cross,  as  reported  in 
my  last  annual  report,  is  still  allowed  to  run  on  to  the  road.  This  should  be  diverted 
and  carried  into  the  gardens  at  the  back  of  the  cottages  to  abate  the  existing 
nuisance  and  prevent  its  recurrence. 

The  water  supply  of  Sheviock  is  still  in  abeyance. 

The  drain  from  the  school  is  discharged  in  the  lane  near  the  water  tap,  causing 
a  persistent  nuisance,  to  abate  which  the  drain  should  be  continued  into  the  field 
adjoining. 

In  the  South  registration  district  246  births  were  registered,  making  a  rate  of 
30’o8  per  thousand,  and  141  deaths,  being  a  rate  of  I7’24  per  thousand,  as  against 
28  and  2r6  per  thousand  respectively  in  1899.  30  deaths  occurred  among  children 

under  one  year  old,  making  a  death  rate  of  3 ’66  per  thousand,  as  agaist  a  rate  of  5*01 
per  thousand  in  the  preceding  year,  the  causes  of  death  are  specified  on  Table  IV. 

Fifty-three  deaths  were  recorded  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  of  these  nine 
were  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  ;  22  between  80  and  90  ;  and  four  over  90  years. 

There  were  eight  deaths  due  to  zymotic  diseases,  making  a  death  rate  of  ‘90  per 
thousand,  viz  : — 


Diarrhoea 
Typhoid  fever 
Measles 

Whooping  cough 
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Twenty-three  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  making  a  disease  rate  of 
2 ’81  per  thousand,  as  against  6*8  per  thousand  in  1899,  viz  : — 


Erysipelas  ...  8 

Typhoid  fever  ...  7 

Scarlet  fever  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  3 

Puerperal  fever  ...  3 


Four  of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  Torpoint,  the  first  being  reported  in 
Wellington  Street,  where  the  water  from  a  well  was  being  used  for  domestic  and  all 
other  purposes,  \vhich  was,  on  analysis,  found  to  be  of  a  very  suspicious  nature, 
consequently  the  well  was  closed  ;  another  case  occurred  in  Cambridge  Terrace, 
where  water  from  a  well  was  also  used,  this  was  voluntary  closed  without  analysis,  it 
being  in  the  same  line  as  the  previous  one.  The  other  two  cases  were  in  the  same 
house  in  Fore  Street,  the  first  of  which  was  probably  an  imported  one  ;  one  occurred 
at  Cawsand,  which  was  undoubtedly  contracted  at  a  foreign  port.  The  remaining 
two  at  Millbrook  were  attributed  to  defective  drainage.  The  two  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  reported  were  isolated  ones,  one  being  at  St.  Johns,  the  other  at  Torpoint, 
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probably  imported  from  a  neighbouring  district.  The  precautions  adopted  prevented 
any  spreading  of  the  disease. 

The  cases  of  diphtheria  were  of  a  mild  type,  two  occurring  at  Millbrook  without 
any  assignable  cause  ;  the  other  at  Torpoint,  evidently  from  defective  drainage,  the 
drains  being  old  stone  drains  and  broken  bell  traps.  I  advised  the  former  to  be 
relaid  with  pipe  drains  with  stoneware  gullies,  substituted  for  the  old  bell  traps. 

The  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  were  traced  to  a  case  of  erysipelas  occurring 
in  the  same  district.  The  means  adopted  prevented  the  disease  from  spreading. 

The  houses  on  the  western  side  of  Liscawn  Street,  Torpoint,  have  been 
connected  with  the  main  sewer  since  my  last  report,  abating  the  nuisance  then 
complained  of. 

There  still  remains  insufficient  closet  accommodation  in  some  courts  at  the  back 
of  Fore  Street  which  requires  your  attention. 

The  closet  at  North  House  is  insufficiently  flushed  and  requires  a  flush  tank. 

The  house  in  Quarry  Street  which  I  reported  as  being  in  a  dilapidated  condition 
and  unfit  for  habitation  in  April  last  has  been  repaired. 

There  are  still  many  houses  in  the  town  not  connected  with  the  public  water 
supply,  and  it  is  desirable  that  all  private  wells  should  be  closed  (they  being  so 
liable  to  pollution) ;  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  have  the  public 
supply  of  water  periodically  analysed  both  before  and  after  filtration,  and  that  the 
results  of  such  analyses  be  made  known,  to  encourage  every  householder  to  take  in 
the  town  supply  and  close  the  existing  wells. 

There  are  two  cottages  at  Anthony  Village  without  any  closet  accommodation, 
the  owner  of  the  property  should  be  communicated  with  and  requested  to  supply  the 
necessary  accommodation. 

The  flushing  arrangements  for  the  school  closets  is  insufficient.  An  adequate 
supply  for  that  purpose  might  be  obtained  for  a  great  part  of  the  year  by  providing 
storage  tanks  for  rain  water  from  the  roofs  of  the  school,  and  during  a  period  of 
drought  these  tanks  could  be  filled  by  hand  if  found  necessary.  The  water  supply  of 
the  village  requires  your  attention. 

The  burial  ground  for  the  parish  has  been  enlarged  since  my  last  annual  report. 

I  have  made  periodical  visits  to  the  Gelatine  Works  at  Southdown,  and  on  each 
occasion  I  did  not  find  any  nuisance  to  the  public  in  the  neighbourhood,  though  on 
one  of  my  visits  I  found  a  large  accumulation  of  bones  in  one  of  the  stores  which 
was  offensive  on  the  premises,  but  I  was  assured  the  accumulation  was  due  to  the 
illnesss  of  the  Manager,  and  was  not  likely  to  recur. 

In  June  I  visited  two  cottages  in  West  Street,  Millbrook,  and  found  that  they 
were  without  any  closet  accommodotion,  in  addition  to  which  the  floor  of  the  dwelling 
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beinof  so  much  below  the  level  of  the  street  rendered  them  liable  to  be  flooded  at 
times,  that  I  considered  them  in  their  present  state  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Since 
then  one  of  the  tenants  has  removed,  but  the  premises  have  not  been  put  into  a 
habitable  condition. 

The  well  in  Ryder’s  Court  has  been  closed  and  filled  in. 

A  ventilating-  shaft  is  required  at  the  head  of  the  sewer  in  West  Street. 

The  water  supply  for  the  village  is  not  sufficient  during  the  summer  months  for 
the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  flushing  purposes.  The  flushing  of  the 
sewers  requires  a  large  amount  of  water,  a  great  portion  of  them  being  very  flat, 
and  consequently  liable  to  an  accumulation  of  sewage. 

Curbing  the  gutters  of  the  streets  in  Cawsand  requires  continuation. 

No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  intercept  the  sewage  from  the  urinals  at  Maker 
Barracks,  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of  Kingsand,  although  in 
February,  1897,  ^  conferred  with  the  Captain  of  the  Royal  Engineers  and  the 
Medical  Officer  in  charge  at  Maker,  with  reference  to  the  catch  pits  that  received  the 
liquid  drainage  from  the  barrack  urinals,  which  was  a  loose  built  tank  10  feet  deep 
and  8  feet  in  diameter,  allowing  the  sewage  to  soak  into  the  land  within  50  yards  of 
the  collecting  ground,  and  within  300  yards  of  the  reservoir  supplying  water  to 
Kingsand,  and  I  then  recommended  that  the  sewage  tank  should  be  removed  to  below 
the  source  of  water  supply,  and  that  the  sewage  should  be  conveyed  to  it  in  pipes, 
I  must  again  call  your  attention  to  this,  as  it  is  must  of  necessity  be  a  source  of 
serious  pollution. 

In  the  North  registration  district  113  births  were  registered,  making  the  birth 
rate  28'o6  per  thousand,  and  64  deaths  making  a  rate  of  i5‘98  per  thousand,  as 
against  104  births  and  81  deaths  during  the  year  preceding,  with  a  rate  of  25-8  and 
20' I  per  thousand  respectively.  Of  these,  13  deaths  were  under  one  year  of  age 
viz  : — 


Debility  ...  3 

Premature  birth  ...  2 

Bronchitis  ...  i 

Pneumonia  ...  i 

Convulsions  ...  2 

Tubercular  Meningitis  i 

Inanition  ...  i 

Inquests  ...  2 


making  a  death  rate  among  children  under  one  year  of  age  3*22  per  thousand. 

Twenty-five  deaths  -were  at  the  age  of  65  and  upwards,  8  of  these  being  between 
75  and  80  ;  9  between  80  and  90  ;  and  i  over  90. 
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One  death  only  was  recorded  as  being  due  to  zymotic  disease,  viz  : — ■from 
whooping  cough,  making  the  zymotic  death  rate  ‘24.  per  thousand,  as  against  15  cases 
of  death  with  a  rate  of  37  per  thousand  in  1899  ;  6  case^  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified,  making  the  disease  rate  i  ‘49  per  thousand,  viz  : — 

Typhoid  fever  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  4 

as  against  22  cases  notified,  and  a  rate  of  5 ’4  per  thousand  in  1899. 

The  two  cases  of  typhoid  reported  occurred  at  Cross  Park,  St.  Stephens,  in  the 
same  family,  and  from  the  same  cause,  the  use  of  water  from  a  polluted  well,  reported 
as  such  after  analysis,  and  from  the  unsanitary  surroundings  of  the  house.  The  well 
has  since  been  closed  and  the  closets  connected  with  the  sewer. 

An  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  occurred  at  Landrake  and  neighbourhood  in 
November,  in  consequence  of  which  the  school  at  Landrake  was  closed  from 
November  17th  to  December  17th. 

In  April,  my  attention  was  called  to  a  cottage  at  Botusfleming  situate  over  a 
blacksmith’s  shop,  which  on  inspection,  I  found  in  such  a  dilapidated  condition,  that 
I  considered  it  totally  unfit  for  habitation,  and  it  was  accordingly  closed. 

In  August,  complaints  were  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  hamlet  of  Elmgate, 
St.  Stephens,  concerning  the  want  of  water.  As  there  is  no  supply  within  half-a 
mile,  and  that  only  from  a  private  source  which  may  at  anytime  be  discontinued,  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  owners  of  the  property  to  provide  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  for 
the  inhabitants  within  a  reasonable  distance,  and  that  it  should  be  carried  out  without 
any  delay. 

On  visiting  Forder,  in  August,  I  found  the  stream  running  through  the  village  in 
a  very  foul  and  dirty  condition,  which  was  complained  of  by  the  inhabitants  as  being 
a  nuisance.  This  has  since  received  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  and  been 
cleaned  out  by  them.  The  water  supply  for  the  village  is  fairly  good,  though  scarcely 
sufficient  and  not  well  distributed. 

At  Burraton,  there  is  a  cottage  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  main  road  to 
Saltash,  consisting  of  only  two  rooms — for  living  in — and  one  small  back  place  where 
a  bucket  for  slops  and  excreta  was  kept  (being  emptied  every  night),  with  no  back 
door  or  closet  accommodation.  The  roof  and  walls  are  also  in  bad  repair,  rendering 
it  unfit  for  habitation.  This  was  occupied  by  a  man,  his  wife,  and  three  children  ;  this 
family  has  since  left,  but  the  house  has  not  been  repaired  or  closed.  The  sewerage 
and  watei-  supply  of  Burraton  is  now  being  carried  out,  and  will  be  completed  during 
the  year. 

The  water  supply  for  Cargreen  has  been  augmented,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be 
now  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  water  supply  of  St,  Mellion  is  still  insufficient,  and  the  drainage  of  the 
village  defective,  which  requires  your  attention. 


At  Quethiock  there  are  four  cottages  occupied  by  19  people,  having  only  one 
privy  emptying  into  a  pit  which  overflows  on  to  the  road  after  heavy  rains.  I 
reported  this  in  August,  and  as  nothing  has  yet  been  done  by  the  owner  to  abate  the 
nuisance,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  take  steps  to  remedy  the  evil 
without  further  delav. 

A  closet  with  a  bucket  has  been  provided  for  the  Alms  Houses,  but  whose  duty 
it  is  to  empty  and  keep  it  clean  I  am  unable  to  ascertain. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  Trehunest  which  I  reported  last  year  as  being 
insufficient  for  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  continues  in  the  same  condition. 

The  site  for  the  extension  of  the  burial  ground  at  Landrake  has  been  procured, 
but  as  yet  it  has  not  been  enclosed  though  it  is  ugently  needed. 

Three  other  burial  grounds  in  the  district  are  fast  filling  up,  and  require 
enlarging,  viz  : — St.  Germans,  St.  Stephens  and  Sheviock,  in  all  of  which  steps 
should  be  at  once  taken  to  secure  and  enclose  the  necessary  ground. 

Six  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted  for  analysis,  three  of  which  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  domestic  purposes. 

Two  Local  Government  Board  enquiries  have  been  held  during  the  year,  one 
with  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  Downderry,  and  one  with  regard  to  the  water 
supply  of  Millbrook,  to  consider  the  cost  required  for  a  supply  to  houses  without  a 
proper  supply. 

Notice  has  been  duly  given  for  the  adoption  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  which  order  will  be  duly  adopted  at  the  expiration  of  the  required 
notices. 

The  question  of  accommodation  of  the  Working  Classes  is  still  one  of  great 
difficulty,  and  requires  the  serious  consideration  of  both  the  County  and  District 
Councils. 

It  would  be  of  ereat  advantage  to  the  more  efficient  working  of  the  district 
if  Urban  powers  could  be  obtained  for  those  places  that  are  so  rapidly  increasing, 
viz  : — Torpoint  and  St.  Stephens. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  BEDFORD  KERSWILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


St.  Germans, 

January.  1901. 


